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uns de breibien and children in Crip, 


() UR Bleſſed. Redeemer told his 
diſciples that they ſhould, be 
reviled and perſecuted by men, ſpeak- 
ing all evil againſt them, untruly, for 
his ſake; In the earlier ages of chriſ- 
tianity, the brighteſt models of virtue 
and learning were calumniated as 
enemies to the ſtate, fomenters of re- 
bellion, avowed adverſaries to every 

c . of . honeſty, honour, + and 
A CON= 
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conſcience. Theſe, with many other 
charges of the blackeſt die, ſtand re- 
corded in the writings of St. Juſtin, 


Origen, and other inconteſtible mo- 


numents. 


For theſe two centuries paſt, have 
not the ſame arms of defamation, 


with uncommon aſperity and violence, 


been levelled againft the ſmall rem- 
nant of catholicity in this nation? 
The dark pencil of miſrepreſentation, 
painting them in the hideous colours of 
diſaffection,  diſloyalty, and revolt 
invectives, virulent and envenomed— 
bloody ſcenes, che ſport of malevolent 
fancy, exaggerated with every circum- 
ſtarfce of horror, and diſplayed in the 
moſt terrifying language, have been 
all fucceſſively employed to exhibit a 
diſtreſſed people, writhed under cala- 
mities, as an object of diſtruſt, danger, 
and popular deteſtation. That they 
have not been ucterly exterminated 
and rooted up; that they live to lament 
__thair 


1 . 
their miſeries, is a kind of mirgele, for 
which, under the protection of a par- 


tial Heaven; they are indebted to the 


enlightened humanity of their ſupreme 
governors 3 to the mild and gracious 


reign of a ſovereign, in whom bene vo- 


lence and lenity ſhine, with peculiar 
—_ amidſt the nn. of his virtues. 

| Deſpairing to gain dr 1 their 
enemies, the moſt humiliating and 


wounding circumſtance in diſtreſs! by 


appeals and proteſtations of their ſuf- 
fering innocence, they 


(aid a writer, with ſome humour) 


are fa eternally dunned with depofing 


A powers, fapal - difpenſattons, pardons, 
% perjuries,, breach of faith to heretics, 
« and the like, that I ſhould not much 


« wonder, if they, at length, acquieſ- 


« ced in the adious imputations, and 
« cried out, wearied with importuni- 


© ty, Even * 2 


Never- 


ſeldom at- 
tempted to clear their characters from 
the ſlanderous charges. The papiſts 


” 
* 
—— - . a — —— — 
— — 2 — a — Fee mare eee 
- — Et reps + — — — — — 
. 2 ͤ —— — — — — — - — — — 


——  —— 


— ag_s —— — — — — — 
——— 
— — — — ——ẽͤ—k . — — 
4 - — 
« * 
Þ l = \ — — — — 


* 
— — cw —— ͤ — 
=4 ; — — —— — —— — — * 
= — — — _ 2 — — — — — — — —— = 
. — — * —— — 2 
— ++ 9 6 th — — r 
3 — — . 
a _ — — — 2 _ l 
—— > JS > 5 — 
l _ ON = — UE? 
l —_— —j—— 2 r 


— — 


— 


| 
: 
} 
ö 
| 


— — — — — A2e'ͤin—— —:iĩĩ 


(4) 

Nevertheleſs, ſurrounded by - ſtorms 
of perſecuting rage, they never. ceaſed 
to give proofs of their-integrity, more 
laſting and ſtriking, in the eye of God 
and man, than the moſt. durable ever 
conſigned to e and _——— 
memorials, #1 


The whole nation hath long been 
witneſs, our inveterate enemies have 
long been unwilling witneſſes to our 
uniform and exemplary diſcharge of 
every civil and ſocial duty—peaceable 
comportment towards our fellow ſub- 
jects of all denominations—prompt 
obedience to the civil laws of aur 
country ſubmiſſion to temporal go- 
vernment, unabated by the unrelent- 
ing rigour of cruel and oppreſſive 
ſtatutes. Every ſpecies of temptation 
hath been held out to ſhake our prin- 
ciples, and ſeduce us from the ſacred 
paths of duty. A papal diſpenſation, 
a ſingle act of mental reſervation, or 


meritorious kind of perjury, would have 


put 


—— 9 —— — re ct 


SH 

put a final period to our miſeries; 
opened the avenues to places of pub- 
lic truſt and authority; unfolded the 
gates to honours, emoluments, and pre- 
ferments. The enlightened and well 
-principled catholic remains unſhaken 

and unſeduced; chooſing rather to fit 


- .quietly under his own vine or his own 


fig-tree, than, by effering violence to his 
conſcience, wield the ſword of magiſtracy, 
riſe to the higheſt rank or moſt ele- 
vated ſtation. This conſcientious and 
inflexible adherence to duty, in ſpite 
of every terror and allurement, is the 
moſt undeniable evidence of unſhaken 
 innogence and integrity. Away 
* (ſays my Lord Clarendon) with the 
* .antichriſtian ſpirit” of diſcrediting 
the catholic religion, as if it would 
not ſuffer its children to be dutiful 
« and loyal ſubjects to Raunen, Ving 
6& and Princes. 15 


The 8 101d of hen * 
earth, the divine ſource of all power 


43 
imparted to men, is a God of union, 
peace and harmony, not a firebrand 


of ſtrife and contention. But, on ſup-—- 


poſing he had eſtabliſhed two powers, 


ſpiritual and temporal, impreſſed with 


a native bias to interfere and mutual 
ly deſtroy one another; a ſcene of 


confuſion and dreadful anarchy muft 


often ariſe chargeable an the author ; 
a conſequence horrible to thought ! 
Diſcriminating the hmits of theſe two 
powers we render to Cæſar the things 
that are Cæſar's; and to God the 


things that are God's: the tribute is 


Cæſar's, the church is God's. Upon 
this principle, the glorious legion, on 
the verge of eternity, replied, with a 
modeſt, yet invincible firmneſs, We 
are your ſoldiers, O Emperor! but 
* ſervants of the true God; we owe 
0 you military ſervice and obedience; 
% but we cannot renounce him, who 
is our creator and maſter, and alſo 
„ your's.. In all things which are 
not againſt his law we moſt wil- 

„ lingly 


tal 


E lin gly obey you; we have taken 


an oath to God before we took one 


7 to you: you can place no confi- 
CT dence in our ſecond . oath, ſhould 
we violate the firſt,” — his, from 


the earlieſt ages, hath been the unvari- 
ed ſpirit and language of our religion : 
at this day, is the fixed and me «> | 
"Aer of our Ware and conduct. 


* prevent any encroachment of 


che political upon the religious creed; 


to preſerve ſacred and inviolate the 


5 depoſit of faith, the baſis of our eter- 


nal welfare; is a duty of the epiſcopal 
character, with peculiar energy, en- 
forced in the inſpired writings. 4 time 
will come, ſays the Apoſtle to St. Tim, 
when they ſhall not bear found doctrine, 
but according to their own defrres, having 
etching cars, ſhall heap up to themſelves 
teacher. But for thy part watch, Bold 


the form of ſound words —I charge thee 


before God and Feſus Cbriſt.— Hence, at 
different periods, rener of unrivalled 
virtue 


" = i 2 


virtue and abilities, armed with the 
buckler of unſhaken faith, roſe ſupe- 
rior to every trial rather than make a 
voluntary ſurrender of the leaſt tittle 
of the invaluable inheritance; Heaven 


and earth ſhall paſs, but my words + aa 


not 2 


In obedience to cheſe! ered 1 precepts, 


illuſtrated by ſevere, yet animating, 


examples; we, with our Venerable 
Brethren, thought it a matter of deep 
importance, loudly calling for the 


exertions of our paſtoral zeal, to de- 


clare our impartial and pen ce 


ſentiments, whether the oath, (con- 


veyed to us through the channel. of a 
Newſpaper ) lately framed for ourſelves 
and the faithful committed to our 
charge, could be taken with a ſafe 
conſcience. Whether the catholics of 
this kingdom, were to be branded with 


an indelible ſtigma, and involved in 


the guilt and every baneful conſe- 


quence of a criminal teſt. The pilot 


who 


6 
who ſees the veſſel in danger of ſplit- 
ting againſt a rock, concealed under 
the waves, and neglects to give warn- 
ing, betrays his truſt. The ſubject 
being of ſuch effential magnitude, to 
prevent a deviation from the ſtrict 
line of duty in the delivery of our 
deciſion, with indefatigable zeal and 
induſtry we employed every meaſure 
conducive to the purpoſe. With at- 
tention, abundantly perſevering and 
minute, we peruſed a body of volum- 
inous information, replete with a 
profuſion of elaborate remarks, ſent 
to each of the Vicars Ap. in order to 
elucidate the matter previous to their 
meeting. We conſulted great abilities; 
diſcuſſed, placed the object in every 
point of view. Yet it hath been feel- 
ingly © regretted that none of thoſe 
* perſons, who have been concerned 
in promoting and conducting this 
“ buſineſs, were called in to explain 
© their ſentiments.” This, ſurely, is 
paying a miſerable compliment to a 

PoE 2 re- 


1 
reſpectable character, who was preſent 
at the diſcuſſon of the ſubject, long 
diſtinguiſhed by his unremitting aſſi- 
duity and attendance on the riſe and 
progreſs of the buſineſs, through its 
different ſtages. To him we looked 
up, with ardour, for every ſpecies of 


information neceſſary to diſpel and 


diſperſe the miſt from our eyes; not 
a ſyllable fell from his lips, but was 


received with avidity, liſtened to with 


a patient and moſt attentive ear. Yet 
no ray of light eſcaped; no beam of 
illuſtration enabling us to pervade a 


denſe cloud of obſcurity, or to ſee 
the oath in colours undeſerving of 


our marked reprehenſion. In juſtice, 
however, to his character be it ſaid, 
that though his endeavours were not 
crowned with ſucceſs adequate to 
his wiſhes, he in a very ſolemn and 
edifying manner, in preſence of the 
allembly, declared that he would 
ſubmit, and raiſe. no oppoſition to 
our unanimous reſolve. 


\ 


The 


* 


6 

The unanimous condemnation of 
the new oath, by the four Vicars Ap. 
in England, perfectly according with 
the declared ſentiments of his Emi- 
nence Cardinal B—n C—gni, much 
attached to this nation, and completely 
converſant in the Engliſh language; 
hath likewiſe in a moſt deliberate and 
ſolemn manner been approved by per- 


ſons, placed in the moſt conſpicuous 


{tation, heightening the glory of the 
mitre, by their virtue, abilities, literary 
productions and pregnant teſtimonies of 
their ſteady allegiance to our Gracious 
Sovereign, viz. By four Archbiſhops 
aſſembled by appointment; by ten 
Biſhops, ſeven of whom, in a pro- 
vincial ſynod, with their Archbiſhop 
at their head, diſtinguiſhed by the 
luſtre of his talents, and apoſtolic 
zeal; without a diſſenting voice, after 
mature deliberation and diſcuſſion, 
pronounced the oath to be unlawful. 
More of the ep:/copal order we have 


not conſulted. We can produce, if 
| ne- 


(28 

neceſſary, a numerous and moſt re- 
ſpectable liſt of characters, well 
known to the world for their theolo- 
gical abilities, concurring, with una- 
nimity, in the ſame opinion. Shall 
it be ſaid, as uſual, that theſe exalted 
characters are ſtrangers to the true 
ſenſe and genuine import of the oath ? 
We bluſh to dwell upon the idea!!! 
An oath impenetrably obſcure to theſe. 
eminent lights, impervious to the 
piercing eyes of the keeneſt theology; 
to an unlettered and illiterate mul- 
tiude muſt be wrapt up in tenfold 
darkneſs, enigmatical and myſterious 
as the oath, ridiculed 1n the annals 
of this country, which contained an 
etcetera in the midſt of it. 

An oath, its obligation being moſt 
awful, ought to be, in the firſt place, 
Clear; perfectly intelligible to him 
who takes it, that he may know and 
diſcharge, in its fulleſt extent, the 
religious tie. 2dly, True. Thou ſhalt 


fwear, 


| UL 81 
fear, as the Tord liveib, in truth. 
Who will dare to call the avenger of 
perjury, whoſe eternal eye ſees the 
abſtruſeſt thought, to corroborate a a 
poſitive or probable falſehood ? 3dly, 
Neceſſary. The Lord will not hold him 
 guiltleſs that taketh his name in vain. 
Theſe are ſome of the eſſential requi- 
| ſites of a lawful oath; of which the 
_ cath, lately intended for the Catholics 
8 of this kingdom, is deſtitute. It is, 
— iſt, in ſome parts, Ambiguons, obſcure, 
captious, enſnaring, liable to miſconſtruc- 
1 Lion. 2dly, In others, problematical, 
controverted, in the ordinary acceptation 
of the words founded on, or blended with 
falſebood, 3dly, It unneceſſarily diſ- 
claims ſome points which conſtitute 
no article of a political creed. On theſe 
grounds, and for theſe reaſons, it ap- 
peared deſerving of our cenſure. Our 
dignity, honour, character, the inte- 
reſts of religion are deeply concerned 
in preſerving our tribunal pure, un- 
tainted, and * of unworthy 
5 motives. 


L 1 
motives. We are amenable for our 
conduct to higher powers, which will 
hear impartially, inveſtigate patiently, 
decide wiſely and juſtly. Not wiſhing 
for particular tenderneſs or - com- 
paſſion, we are willing to meet thoſe, 
who controvert the rectitude of our 
' ſentence, before that tribunal, and to 
abide by its final deciſion. 


This method of terminating con- 
troverſies, warranted by the uniform 
diſcipline of the church through every 
age and country, breathes a ſpirit of 
union, harmony, and due ſubordina- 
tion to divine appointments. An 
appeal to the Catholics of England at 
large 18 a meaſure pregnant with the 
ſeeds . of fatal animoſities and endleſs 
diſcord; a meaſure bringing not peace 
but a ſword cutting aſunder the ſacred 
bonds of charity, flying over the 
kingdom, killing not the body by 
corporal death, but ſouls by the guilt 


of ſin, By raiſing the laity above their 
prelates, 


E 
prelates, the ſheep above their paſtors, 
it invades the rigbis of the ſanQuary, 

| ſubverts the Form eſtabliſhed by Jeſus 
Chriſt, and /acrilegiouſly infringes the 
ſyſtem of infinite wiſdom inveſting 
Biſhops with a commiſſion to govern 
the church of God, which he hath pur- 
chaſed with his own blood. Every 
c Biſhop, though not a ſupreme, is an 
authentic judge of controverſies to his 
; flock. Hence, until his ſentence be 
„ reverſed by higher eccleſiaſtical au- 
thority, or proved to be clearly wrong, 
th; it is the duty of the faithful, truſted 
| to his care, to obey his detrants Obey 
your prelates, and be ſubject to them ; for 
they watch as being to render an account 
of your fouls, that they may do this 
with joy, and not with grief; for this 
is not expedient for you. Obedience 
and authority are reciprocal. In 
doubtful caſes, preſumption is in 
favour of the ſuperior. 


But 


a» 
But is not the new oath merely a 
pledge of our ſocial and civil prin- 
ciples ? 


 Anſ. 1ſt. We are willing to take 
the firmeſt oath of true faith and 
allegiance to the gracious perſon and 
government of his - Majeſty George 
the Third, that is required of the 
Catholics of any other nation to any 
other government throughout the 
earth. 


2dly. We are already bound down 
with the moſt ſolemn oath, tendered 
by the legiſlature in 1778, to bear 
true allegiance to this government; 
to abjure all ſort of temporal power 
in any other within this realm; and 
to renounce, under the ſame ſolemn 
obligations, the doctrines of ſyſte- 
matic perfidy, with which we ſtood 
(very unjuſtly) charged. 


z3dly. That the mew oath, is not 
merely a civil teſt, is ſo evident from 
its 


(V1 
its contents, that any attempt to 


prove it would be an inſult to com- 
mon ſenſe. 


 4thly. An oath, being an act of re- 

ligion, is a ſpiritual matter cognizable 

by the Prelates of the Church, par- 

ticularly, if to be impoſed upon them- 

TM ſelves. When found deſtitute of its 

neceſſary conditions, they are bound 

| _ to: conſult not only their own, but 

a» the eternal welfare of their flocks ; by 

pointing out the danger. A parent 

| who ſees a beloved child fondling a 

ſcorpion, ready to ſhoot a baneful 

ſting, or putting to his lips a por/onous 

draught, rendered fair to the eye, and 

inviting to the taſte, cries out in the 

language of the apoſtle, neither touch, 
nor taſte, nor handle. 


The new oath, it is ſaid, only 
expreſſes what the oath of 1778 implies. 
„ 2dly, Nothing more is meant than a 
political teſt. | „ 
1 +290 Anſ. 
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1 
Anſ. The firſt is clearly falſe— 
The ſecond is a deluſive, but no new 


artifice, ſuggeſted, particularly, (as we 


read in the Memoirs of Miſſionary 


Prieſts) to Roger Cadwallador. Some 


« gentlemen laboured, by many words 
« to perſuade him, at the place of ex- 
« ecution, that, in the contents of the 
«© oath, there was no denial meant of 
« the Pope's ſpiritual authority; but 
« only a mere acknowledgment of allegiance 
eto the ſovereign prince.” The holy 
champion, by way of confutation, 
with undaunted courage, meets death 
in his moſt frightful forms, and from 
the manſions of bliſs is now looking 
down, with pity mixed with holy 
indignation againſt thoſe, who, de- 


laded themſelves, are deluding ſimple 


minds with the infernal ſtratagem. 


We, therefore, truſt that the ad- 


vocates for an oath, reprobated by 


the unanimous concurrence of ſuch 
weighty authorities, will no longer 


Con- 


44 
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( 
continue victims to their own preju- 
dices, and that theſe ideal numbers of 
Catholics, (mere non entities, we hope ) 


will pauſe on the brink of the preci- 


pice! But they plume themſelves 
chiefly upon the prominent feature of 
the bill, the appellation ' of the Pro- 
tefting Catholic Diſſenters. © On the 


< propriety of this deſcription and its 


« probable efficacy, (they ſay) the 
merit of the plan adopted by us 


« chiefly reſts.” We with not to 


rob them of the glory of the invention. 


If they compaſs their object, they will 


effect more than the accumulated efforts 
of the moſt determined enemies of the 
Catholic Church ever could achieve. 
Let us minutely inſpect the component 
parts of this hitherto wholly unknown, 
but moſt accurate and pointed deſcription, 
as they term it. We are to be 
called Protefting, becauſe, by the oath, 


we proteſt againſt certain pernicious 


doctrines falſely imputed to us. But 


they very juſtly add, (an obſervation 


to 


( 20 ) 


to be deeply rooted in our minds) 


cc 


It certainly muſt be admitted that 
the preamble is to be conſidered as 
referring to the proteſtation con- 
„ tained in the oath, and that if by 
« the oath any doctrine be proteſted 


againſt, which is not pernicious, or a 


cc 


cc 


Cc 


« fortiori, if any doctrine be proteſted 


« againſt, which is an article of faith, 
„the preamble cannot be acquieſced 
« in by any Catholic, with a ſafe con- 
« ſcience, whether the doctrines pro- 
«© teſted againit by the oath be or 
«© be not pernicious, and whether any 
« of them be matters of faith, will 
&« be afterwards examined.” Until 
that point be not only examined, 
but clearly eſtabliſhed, no Catholic 
can, with a /afe conſcience, acquieſce 
in the appellation of proteſting. The 
period is probably at /ome diſtance. 


But Catholic Diſſenters ! | when the 
Catholic Church alters the language 
of her creeds, councils, ſynods, books 


of 


im] 


of devotion, &c. &c. when ſhe af- 
ſumes the name of a Catholic diſſenting 
Church, then her members may glory 
in the appellation of catholic diſſenterc. 
In the interim let her children retain 


the name given them by that mother, 


who hath brought them forth in 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
& 


cc 


Jeſus Chriſt. © It is no blemiſh to a 


church, (ſays a Venerable Prelate, 


whoſe memory 1s recent and dear to 
cc. 


us all) to have a new name given 
her, by her revolted children ; be- 
cauſe this has always been the caſe of 
the true Church of Chriſt in every 
age: but 'tis a great blemiſh to a 
Church to adopt, of her own accord, 
any ſuch name; (as all modern 
ſectaries have, of their own accord, 


adopted the name of Proteſtants, 


from their protęſting againſt that 
which they found the current doc- 
trine of the Church) becauſe this has 
never been the property of any-but 
heretics and ſchiſmatics.” Grounds 


of the old Religion, C. iv. Set. vi. 


But 


„ 


But, it is aſked, are we not Diſſen- 


ters from the Church of England in 


certain points of faith ? 


Anſ. Moſt certainly not, in the 
ecclgſigſtical force of the word, which 
here ought to be our rule. As the 
title of the Holy Church diſtinguiſhed 
true believers from Infidels and eus; 


that of Catholics diſtinguiſhed them 


from all Chriſtian Diſſenters, whether 
Heretics or Schiſmatics. Every page 
of eccleſiaſtical memoirs bears teſti- 
mony to this aſſertion. 


Nor in the grammatical acceptation 


are we Diſſenters. Error is defined a 


deviation, or diſſent, from the ſtan- 
dard of truth; hence it eſſentially 
pre-ſuppoſes the exiſtence of truth; 
of courſe a church founded, as we 
believe, on the ſandy baſis ef error, 
is to be ſtiled the church diiſenting, or 
deviating from the church erected 


on the pillar of eternal and unerring 


truth. 


„„ ATTY oo En rh — 


* 


9 — 


- — 


— ons 


E 
truth. Not vice verſa, unleſs you 
admit that ruth can be at the ſame 


time prior and poſterior to itſelf, 
which revolts common ſenſe. Hence 


our renowned champion, in the field of 


controverſy, confidently avers, © that 
* Catholic Diſſenters are in the univer- 


« ſal language and judgment of the 


« Catholic Church in all paſt ages, as 
« great a ſoleciſm, as complete non- 
« ſenſe, as Chriſtian Turks, or Catho- 
« lic Infidels.” Dr Hawarden, Charity 
and Truth, Chap. iii. N. 4. 


More might is ſaid on the ſubjeR, 
but it neither ſuits the preſent occa- 
ſion, nor ſeems neceſlary : we ſhall, 
therefore, conclude, with earneſtly 
intreating and recommending to you, 
for the moſt preſſing motives, to 
maintain, with unſhaken conſtancy, 
inviolably ſacred and incorrupt, the 
noble inheritance of doctrine, be- 
queathed to you by our Bleſſed Re- 
deemer. This is the tower of David, 


built 


( 24 ) 

built with bulwarks, a thouſand bucklers 
hang upon it, all the armour of valiant 
men. The impregnable fortreſs againſt 
which the gates of hell ſhall never 
prevail. Tranſmit to poſterity, un- 
ſullied and untarniſhed, the ſplendor 
of a Name, embelliſhed and adorned 
by the luſtre, vigour, firmneſs of 
your anceſtors. 


This you will effectually perform, 
by zealouſly diſcharging the duties 
you owe to God, to the church, to 
your country, to your fellow-citizens, 
and to the reſt of mankind. 'The 


laws of true religion are the moſt 


ſolid and firm ſupport of our civil 
and ſocial rights. There is, (ſays 
Clement XIV.) ſo cloſe a connection 


« between the rights of divine and 
« human power, that all, who are 
« conſcious of the power and autho- 
* rity of Kings, being confirmed by 


« a ſanction of the chriſtian law, with 
© cheerful minds pay obedience to 


« their 
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their Sovereigns, revere their power,, 
* reverence and reſpect their ene 


8 Hud really conſidering the Ras | 


«K 1 


inſtitutions in this paint, to be 
equally intereſting to the preſerva- 
tion of the public tranquillity, 


and to the ſalvation of ſouls, we 
are thereby induced earneſtly to 


exhort you, that next after God, 


and the facred rites of the divine 
worſhip eſtabliſhed in the Church, 


you will turn all your thought 
and care to inſpire the minds of 


the people with a ſpirit of ſub- 


miſſion and obedience to their 
ſovereign princes.—Be careful that 
thoſe, whoſe inſtruction 1n the 


law of the goſpel is committed 
to your charge, be made ſenfible, 


from their very infancy, of their 
ſacred obligation, of loyalty to their 


Kings, of reſbect to their authority, 
and of ſubmiſſion to their laws, not 


only for wrath, but for conſcience 


e ſake. This point of your duty 
: D 


6 you 
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( a6 ) 
you. will, moſt completely, diſ 
charge, by joining to your daily 


prayers for the people, particular 
ones for the preſervation of their 


Sovereigns, that they may rule 
their ſubjects with juſtice, peace, 


and equity, that poſſeſſed with a 


knowledge and fear of their Crea- 
tor, who exerciſes a ſuperior do- 


minion in the kingdoms of this 


world, they may eſpouſe and ad- 
vance the rights of the ſame Su- 


preme Being, with a ſpirit of piety 
and ſanctity. What is more juſt 
and reaſonable, than that theſe 
guardians of the ſtate, and preſer- 


vers of the public tranquillity, 


ſhould have conſtant prayers offered 
up to the Lord for them, by 
thoſe whoſe function, according to 
divine appointment, is, to treat of 
the affairs between God and man, 


and in quality of mediators and 
interpreters, to preſent the fuppli- 


cations of the people to the Lord, 
5 


Circular letter of Clement XIV. to 


Sovereigns, muſt be for ever 


cred leſſons, we exhort you ever to 


(a) 


« in conjunction wich thiis W “ . 1 


the Patriarchs, Primates, Arch-Biſhops 


and Biſhops. Rome at St. nn, 
the 1246 of Dec. 1709" 


The voice of calumny affirming chat 4 
our obedience, in ſpirituals, to the fu- ,* 
preme head of our Church, is incom- > # 4 *> >] 


patible with the temporal rights of a 
The ſucceſſor of 8. Peter, «he Prince e 
of the Apoſtles, in virtue of that full 27% "4 
power of feeding, ruling, and governing . j 'Y. 7 x 
the untverſal Church, given to bim in 
the perſon of St. Peter, by our Lord 
Jeſus Chrift, with particular force and 
energy, traces out and inculcates the * 


indiſpenſable duties of the ſubject to 
his temporal Prince. Such is the uſe 
he makes of the power with which 
he was inveſted, by Jeſus Chriſt ſay- 
ing to 8. Peter, Feed my Lambs: feed * 


my Sbeeßp! Conformably to theſe ſa- _ .# 
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« 28 ) . 
remember that our religion 18; chat of 
love, Peace, and forbearance,. ſtrictly 

requiring an exerciſe of the obedience 

nes by Chrift to the Civil Magi 
trate. Beſides fulfilling every other ? 

„ duty of faithful ſubjects and peaceable 

citizens, ceaſe not to offer up your ar- 

dent prayers for the proſperity of our 
moſt gracious Sovereign King: George 

III. and the Royal Family, the welfare 
of this kingdom; and, agreeably to 
the precegt of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
for thoſe too, who, from miſtaken or 
malicious motives, all hate and per- 
ſecute us, unjuſtly painting us as un- 

Wy. of. more es: ere. 


As a hd of our unceaſing Meri 
Man vows to Heaven in your favour, 
wiſhing. you all happineſs in Jeſus 
Chriſt, we impart to you our Paſtoral 
Benediction. The grace of. our Lord 


85 with you all. 5 Annen. by 
Es” 
Whew Comanen, Va f y 55 
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